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chasing Commissions urged that more drastic measures
than the issue of confidential circulars to Mudirs
should be applied, and a notice published by military
authority on the nth November 1917 commanded
Egyptians to produce their beasts. Transfer of owner-
ship and private sale meanwhile were forbidden, and
camels were branded * fit' or ' unfit' as the case might
be. The first were taken or reserved for military
service : the second left to the agriculturist.

Donkeys also were included in the notice. Wastage
among horses of the mounted troops campaigning in
Palestine almost approached that of camels of the
Transport Corps, and the mounted division of 1916
had expanded into a cavalry corps. Since Egypt
could supply no remounts. General Head-quarters en-
deavoured to economize horseflesh in every direction.
Officers serving behind the line were bidden to reduce
the regulation number of their chargers: others
serving in non-combatant capacities were supplied
with donkeys in place of horses. There was much to
be said in favour of both orders. Chargers are un-
necessary to officers permanently stationed at bases,
and donkeys do well in Sinai and in parts of Palestine.
Unless hurried beyond their customary pace they are
as enduring, and require less care and less food than
horses.

But the increased number of animals in charge of the
Expeditionary Force threw heavy responsibilities upon
the supply authority. Fodder and grain are bulky
commodities, and Great Britain had no shipping to
spare for their transport overseas. She looked, there-
fore, confidently to Egypt to supply these needs to the
troops. Unhappily, the Egyptian agriculturist did
not take the same view of his duty. For many months
the Army had been unable to purchase produce at
tariff rates, 'and a point was now reached Jwhen dealers
refused to make forward contracts. There was some
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